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From the 
President’s Desk

BY EDWARD LUTTRELL
National Grange President

Today we watched as 
Grange delegates voted 
for the two open Execu-
tive Committee positions, 
where we saw the result 
of the office seeking the 
person, not the person 
seeking the office. 

I congratulate Brother 
Duane Scott and Brother 
Leroy Watson and look 
forward to working with 
them as part of this com-
mittee.

I thank Sister Betsy Hu-
ber for her time served for 
the good of our Order.

Tomorrow we look for-
ward to the end of busi-
ness and the true start of 
celebration with our ex-
tended Grange family.

“As we express our 
gratitude, we must 
never forget that the 
highest appreciation 
is not to utter words, 
but to live by them.”

-JFK

Leroy Warson, left, and Duane Scott, right, were elected to the National Grange 
Committee on Thursday morning.  (Photo by: Lindsay Schroeder) 

BY SUZY RAMM
DCI Communications Fellow
gbulletin@orgrange.org

Two Wisconsin Grangers will hold 
seats on the National Grange Executive 
Committee simultaneously after sev-
eral rounds of balloting by delegates to 
the 148th Session Thursday for the two 
open positions.

Leroy Watson, a 42-year Grange mem-
ber, who serves as Treasurer of Fox Val-
ley Good Earth Grange #776 in Neenah, 
Wisc., and Overseer of Potomac Grange 
#1, D.C., picked up his first seat as an of-
ficer of the National Grange with Thurs-
day’s vote.

“I’m deeply honored to receive the 
confidence of a majority of the delegates 
of the National Grange to serve them on 
their Executive Committee. I am look-
ing forward to working with the fellow 
members of the executive committee, 
our state masters and Grange members 
across the nation to advance the inter-
ests, elevate the character and increase 
the influence of all Patrons of Husband-
ry.”

Watson replaces Betsy E. Huber, of 
Pennsylvania, who served on the board 
since 2006 and has been board chair 
since 2007.

Watson, a native of Vermont where he 

still owns and operates his family farm, 
has served as the Special Director for 
Trademark Protection and Brand Man-
agement since August 2007.  He was 
also the Legislative Director from 1999 
until 2010 and Legislative Assistant 
from 1985-95. 

He also served as Legislative Director 
of the Vermont State Grange, and as leg-
islative assistant for both the Vermont 
Farm Bureau and Vermont State Em-
ployees Association.

He has a degree in political science 
from the University of Vermont, and a 
law degree from George Mason Univer-
sity in Arlington, VA. He also studied 
administrative law at the University of 
Exeter in Exeter, England, and is admit-
ted to the Bar of the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania.

Watson and his wife, Cheri, and 
daughter, Rachel, 12, reside in Appleton, 
Wisc., but will soon relocate to Walpool, 
N.H.

He is Overseer for Potomac Grange #1 
and serves on the National Grange His-
torical Committee.

Duane Scott, Master of the Wisconsin 
State Grange, returns to the Executive 
Committee for his third term. 

Scott was National Grange Steward 
from 2001-07.  He has served twice as 

Two elected to National Grange 
Executive Committee

Continued on page 2
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Chaplain’s Message of the Day

by Barbara Borderieux
National Grange Chaplain

As we work today on the many resolutions, may we 
always say a little prayer Lord help me to respect 
others views and to try and understand what’s best.

“My Guiding Light
God is my guiding light

Wherever I may be.
He takes me out of darkness

and shows a way for me.
I may be filled with questions 
my mind says I don’t know. 

The wee small voice speaks softly,
“I’ll show you the way to go.”

So when your doubt surrounds you 
and you cannot see.

Know the choice isn’t yours alone 
for God guides your destiny.

By Edna Louise Gilbert

A recipe a day, 
the Midwest way!

Enjoy this fantastic recipe from the National Grange 
cookbook “What’s Cookin’ in the Grange”

Pumpkin Roll
1 cup flour

2 teaspoons cinnamon
1 teaspoon baking powder

1 teaspoon ginger
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg

1/2 teaspoon salt
3 eggs

1 cup sugar
2/3 cup pumpkin

1 teaspoon lemon juice
1 cup chopped nuts (optional)
Confectioners’ sugar to taste

6 to 8 ounces cream cheese, softened
3/4 cup confectioners’ sugar

1/4 cup (1/2 stick) butter, softened 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

Grease and flour a jelly roll pan; line with 
waxed paper. Combine the flour, cinnamon, 
baking powder, ginger, nutmeg and salt in a 
bowl and mix well. Beat the eggs in a mixer 
bowl at high speed for 5 minutes. Add the sug-
ar gradually, beating constantly until blended. 
Add the pumpkin and lemon juice and mix 
well. Stir in the flour mixture. Spread in the 
prepared pan. Sprinkle with nuts. Bake at 375 
degrees for 15 minutes. Invert onto a towel 
dusted with confectioners’ sugar to taste. Roll 
in the towel, starting with the short side. Let 
stand until cool. Beat the cream cheese, 3/4 
cup confectioners’ sugar, butter and vanilla in 
a mixer bowl until light and fluffy. Unroll the 
cake. Spread with the cream cheese mixture. 
Reroll to enclose the filling. Wrap in plastic 
wrap. Chill until serving time. Yield: 12 to 15 
servings. 

Maria Edelen, Past First Lady of the Iowa 
State Grange

Wisconsin State Master from 1997-2003 and reelected 
in 2009, serving through today.

Since he was 5, Scott has been affiliated with the same 
Grange, first as a Junior Granger with La Prairie Junior 
Grange #19, then as a subordinate member of La Prairie 
Grange #79.  He has held nearly every office open to a 
man in the Grange.

Scott, of Fort Atkinson, Wisc., said upon re-election 
he plans to “continue working to build membership and 
encourage our members to gear up for the 150th An-
niversary” as well as “re-forge our fraternal bonds and 
grow our family organization.”

He has been employed at the Jefferson County Sher-
iff ’s Office since 1986 and currently holds the rank of 
Captain. 

He and his wife, Kymm, have been married for 29 
years and were members of the 1996 National Grange 
Youth Team.

They have a daughter, Amber, 23.
The executive committee members will meet after in-

stallation on Friday to vote for a new chairman.

“Exec Committee” from page 1

This newsletter is published by the  
National Grange, 1616 H St., NW,  

Washington, D.C. 20006.
Editor-in-Chief: Edward Luttrell;  

Managing Editors: Amanda Leigh Brozana, Bryan Marchefsky
© 2014 by the National Grange.  
Materials may not be reproduced  

without permission except by state and local Granges. 
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BY LINDSAY SCHROEDER
DCI Communications Fellows
lrsoccer130@aim.com

Penny the Prairie Dog (OK)
This fashionista, Penny, has had many wardrobes this 

past week. When she goes shopping she has many shopping 
bags full of new outfits! Penny has been to many Grange 
events this past year. She visited Kansas State Grange and 
has been to Degree Day for Okla. Penny’s favorite part was 
going to the Tulsa Zoo. She loves seeing all kinds of growth 
this year in her state like bringing in 235 new members in 
this year!

Sid the Squirrel (WV)
This Squirrel is a feisty little fellow. Sid gets in to some 

trouble, had a dog fight but is fully recovered, now and his 
future is looking bright! Sid is excited to go to many more 
Grange events. 

Bruce the Buffalo (MT)
Bruce the Buffalo from Montana has been everywhere! 

He has attended lots of different meetings all over the state. 

He visited members in the hospital and built ramps for 
members in need. Bruce wears red shoes, which were a 
fundraiser for the Montana Jr. Grange! He has made a tre-
mendous difference and serves as an overall ambassador. 

Grant the Beaver (NY) 
Grant from New York, has been a very busy beaver! He is 

very helpful in aiding in the local congressman’s office and 
helped out with figuring out Windows 8. He has been to 
three Grange dinners and spent some time with the won-
derful youth department! 

Pierce the Elk (WA)
Pierce the Elk has traveled far from Washington! He trav-

eled to Hawaii and rode a surf board. Pierce has been to 10 
states this year and has even traveled to Canada. He orga-
nized a junior Grange and has many FFA followers. 

Gabriella (Gabby) the Lamb (VT)
Gabby from Vermont has been to many camps, including 

family camp, junior, youth, and fall festival. Gabby learned a 
lot at her recent visit to the Leadership Conference. She has 
also lead two workshops at her meetings and has been to 
many different meetings across the state. 

Grange Herd Happenings
part 5

BY SUZY RAMM
DCI Communications Fellow
gbulletin@orgrange.org

Last year the Junior Grange +1 program was approved, 
allowing Subordinate Granges to have individual Junior 
members join their ranks and take advantage of all the 
Junior Grange has to offer.

Several Granges have seen this program as a great 
benefit. 

In Oregon, 32 children have joined the Junior Grange 
as +1 members across 18 different Subordinate Granges.

“Once the +1 Program was adopted at last year’s Na-
tional Grange Convention Oregon got right down to 
work, figuring out how to implement it in our state,” 
State Master Susan Noah said.  “I am extremely pleased 
with the success of the +1 Junior Program in our state.”  

Noah said during the first quarter, a synopsis of the 

program, the Junior obligation and two Junior applica-
tions were sent to each subordinate Grange.  

It was the headline of the Junior Directors column in 
the March state paper and directions on how to report 
these new members were included with the quarterly 
report form when it was sent out.

Soon the state Grange office started hearing from 
Granges taking in Junior members.

Noah said two Pomona Granges in the state are work-
ing to gather the individual Juniors in their local Grang-
es in to Pomona Junior Granges. Expectations are for 
another one or two to do the same.

“I think it’s a really great program that opens the Ju-
nior Grange up to more children. I hope when others 
hear the success we’re already seeing in our state, they 
will work to promote the program in their states as 
well,” Noah said.

+1 Junior Program takes off in Oregon

BY KARIE BLASINGAME
DCI Communications Fellow
Kblasingame77@gmail.com

Since 2002, the Dictionary Project and the Grange part-
nered to provide children with dictionaries. More than 
768,000 books have been donated by more than 850 Granges 
through this partnership. 

For many years, Arno French, the co-founder and Presi-
dent of the Board of Directors of The Dictionary Project, was 
the liaison that Grangers saw as  friendly face promoting a 
program at the Idea Fair for many years. After French passed 
away in 2012, his wife, Mary, attended the 2013 convention. 

This year, a new face is seated at the Idea Fair to represent 

the organization – Allie Osuch, Outreach Director for The 
Dictionary Project.

“We are thrilled to be able to meet Grangers at the National 
Convention to thank everyone for all the good work you do, 
as well as partnering with us to bring dictionaries to students,” 
said Osuch.

As of Thursday afternoon, Osuch had given away more 
than 50 boxes of dictionaries for members to give to children 
in their communities.

“Our members love this program,” National Grange Sales, 
Benefits, Programs and Membership Recognition Director 
Samantha Johnson said. “It’s an affordable way to give to the 
children and allow them to learn new skills.”

Director of ‘Dictionary Project’ attends Idea Fair at National Convention
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BY LINDSAY SCHROEDER
DCI Communications Fellow
lrsoccer130@aim.com

On Friday, a large crowd is expected to gather for the 
148th Annual National Grange Session as the 17-mem-
ber youth officer team opens session in the fourth de-
gree, performing a drill drafted by Heather Drucken-
miller and Emma Edelen. 

“It is really something special for a Grange youth to 
put on a National sash and be recognized by their peers. 
Friday morning is always exciting time as hundreds of 
Grangers pack into the hall to watch the youth open ses-
sion,” National Youth Development Director Charlene 
Espenshade said. 

Leadership development and learning how to work in 
a team are two life skills that every youth and young 
adult member needs for success, Espenshade said. 

Even adult officers of the National Grange take notice 
of the hard work of the youth.

“It’s always great to watch the team step up to the chal-
lenges of learning and executing the morning’s work,” 
long-time youth supporter and National Grange Stew-
ard Chip Narvel said.

The team is part of a larger group of youth, chosen 
to attend session, workshops and the practices to gain 
skills and experience that will enhance their Grange 
knowledge and skill set for life.

For the past several years, much of the expenses of 
the program have been covered by generous donations 
to the Grange Youth department, many through the 

Grange Foundation, by members and by a grant from 
Farm Credit.

Espenshade said she was just informed at the begin-
ning of this week that in 2015 Farm Credit will again 
sponsor the youth program.

“This will go a long way to helping secure the program 
for next year, but without the support of our member-
ship, this type of intense training and leadership devel-
opment just wouldn’t be possible.”

Youth Officer Team arrives in Sandusky! 
The Youth officers practiced their opening drill Wednesday evening.  (Photo by: Lindsay Schroeder)

Youth Office Team Members
Master Jennifer Lanstrum (OH)
Overseer Justin Leonard (NC)
Lecturer Robin Cozad (WA)
Steward Thomas Parker (OR) 
Assistant Steward Emma Edelen (ID)
Lady Assistant Steward Heather Druckenmiller (PA) 
Chaplain Josh Bethany (FL)
Treasurer Janzen Jones (NC) 
Secretary Lexie Smith (WA)
Gatekeeper Trevor Gervals (CT) 
Pomona Maddie Griffin (NC)
Ceres Emily Harrison (NC) 
Flora Essie Robinson (MN) 
Executive Committee Jamee Varda (MN) 
Executive Committee John Neff (IN)
Executive Committee Melanie Fitch (OH)
Executive Committee Lexi Gegare (WI)
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BY DEBBIE GEGARE
DCI Communications Fellow
debgegare@yahoo.com

On Thursday, a kelly green shirt – reflecting first Na-
tional Grange Youth Director Wib Justi’s favorite color 
– was added to the youth fundraiser t-shirt sale.

The new shirt will be available with the same design 
at the same price. For the six indviduals who purchased 
the blue version before having the option, simply email 
help@booster.com and tell them your name and that 
you would like to change your blue Wib Justi tribute 
shirt to green. You may also change the shirt size until 
Dec. 1, again by sending an email to help@booster.com. 

Even though Potomac Grange #1, D.C., the sponsor-
ing organization for the fundraiser, has set a goal of sell-
ing at least 150 shirts, there is no limit to the number 
that can be sold but the sale ends Dec. 1.

Potomac Grange #1 Steward Amanda Leigh Brozana 
said the group was advised to choose 150 shirts as a 
goal, but hopes to far exceed that. She said each shirt 
sold will return profits for the Grange Youth Fund in 
the Foundation, but with Booster, the more shirts sold, 
the larger the profit margin and thereby the larger the 
donation.

“You can sell far above or below that number, but it 
just gives them an idea for stock. If they know what to 
expect, they are able to fulfill the order faster than if 
they have to wait for more shirts before they can print 
them all.” 

To make this campaign successful, Potomac Grange 
Lecturer Samantha Johnson said everyone should take 
a moment to share information about the sale with their 
friends.

“Put it on Facebook, call your friends and tell them 
about it, email your Grange. All of it will help get the 
word out,” Johnson said.

Brozana encouraged members to contact their Grange 
before Dec. 1 and do a bulk order for anyone interested.

 “We hope members will return home and ask their 
friends and fellow members if they’d like a shirt, then 
create bulk orders so as to keep the shipping costs down 
and get everyone a shirt who wants one, “ Brozana said. 
“It’s only $5 shipping no matter if you purchase one or 
100 shirts, so if you know your mother or your youth 
team or your pen pal from the Germany-USA pro-
gram would like a shirt, buy one and give it as a gift for 
Christmas or collect the cash from your members and 
buy a bunch.”

Green option added for Justi tribute shirts

Justi was also NJHA icon
BY DEBBIE GEGARE
DCI Communications Fellow
debgegare@yahoo.com

Many people are familiar with Wib 
Justi and his work in the Grange. What 
you may not know is that Wib had a 
connection to the National Junior 
Horticulture Association (NJHA) as 
well. And what you might be surprised 
to find out is, that Wib was actually a 
member of NJHA first. Surprise. He 
attended his first National Junior Veg-
etable Growers Association (NJVGA) 
convention on a judging team in 1938. This was only 
the third annual organized national convention. After 
returning home, he was so excited about the possibili-
ties in agriculture, he wanted to hang out with more 
people like himself. He asked his teacher what other 
groups would make that possible and since his teacher 
was a member of the Grange, that’s what he decided to 
join. And so began the Grange legacy. But let’s get back 
to NJHA.

Wib continued to attend national 
NJVGA conventions and in 1942, he 
was elected a National Youth Officer. 
When he was elected National Vice 
President in 1943, he didn’t hold the 
title long as the National President 
was called on to military duty and Wib 
assumed the position. He continued 
to serve on the youth officer team in 
1944. That was also the year that June 
attended her first NJVGA convention. 

Wib and June continued to attend 
many conventions after they got mar-
ried in 1946. He held many impor-

tant positions in the organization including Advisor, 
Executive Secretary, Historian, Board of Trustees and 
Alumni. He was very instrumental in the growing of the 
organization, which became NJHA in 1964 as he was 
great friends with Grant Snyder, the founder of NJV-
GA/NJHA. He was a foundation stone for NJHA.

He loved working with young people, it was his whole 
life. He was a positive example and inspiration to every-
one he met. His legacy lives on in those who knew him. 
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Patriotic Crossword Puzzle   

 
Across 
4. ten-sided figure that is found in the sky 
5. the U.S.A.'s first President 
6. a color on the American Flag that represents purity and innocence 
7. every state in the U.S. has one as a symbol 
8. the amount of stars on the current American Flag 
9. a color on the American Flag that represents hardiness and valor 
Down 
1. old prison uniforms had them in black and white 
2. the amount of stripes on the American Flag 
3. the color of the chief 
4. statue that was given to the United States by England 

Patriotic Crosswords

Fitch serves as National Grange Convention Legislative intern
Melanie Fitch, a member of Olivesburg Grange #264 in 

Ohio is a third-generation Grange member. She is a third 
generation Grange member on both sides of her family. 
Currently, she attends the University of Akron where she is 
a senior majoring in Business & Organizational Communi-
cations-Public Relations. Fitch, the Gatekeeper of her local 
Grange, is also the Olivesburg Grange Youth Chairwoman. 
In addition, she is the Olivesburg Grange Youth chairman. 
In 2008 she represented Ohio as the Ohio State Female 
Youth Ambassador in Grand Rapids, Mich. Also, she was 
the 2008 recipient of the National Grange “Jeff Wetzel Na-
tional Leadership Award.” During the summer of 2012 she 
was appointed a National Grange Deputy and was sent to 
Wisconsin. In her state she has participated in many of the 
public speaking contest and this year she competed in her 
first Sign-A-Song competition.  

“I joined the Grange when I was 5-years-old and have 
worked my up to where I am today. Growing up in the 
Grange, it has taught me many life skills.”

Photo by: Lindsay Schroeder
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BY DEBBIE GEGARE
DCI Communications Fellow
debgegare@yahoo.com

Over the past year, several individuals who made sig-
nificant contributions to the National Grange proceed-
ed “to the Great Grange in the sky” including a sitting 
State Master, Ted Doane of Nebraska, and a past del-
egate from Ohio who was co-chairing the coordination 
of this national convention.

They were honored during a memorial service at the 
148th Annual National Grange Thursday, led by Na-
tional Chaplain Barbara Borderieux.

National Master Ed Luttrell began the service with a 
call of remembrance to our departed brothers and sis-
ters. 

“They have served our Order in many positions sup-
porting our traditions of faith, patriotism, leadership 
and family values. Let us remember them in our hearts, 
minds and prayers,” Luttrell said.

Poems were read by the Graces of the National Grange 
during the program, then a roll call was given by Na-
tional Secretary Judy Sherrod.

Included in the program was the first National Youth 
Development Director Wib Justi and another long-time 
employee of the Grange, Georgia Taylor, affectionately 
known as Mrs. T.

Representatives from the states who lost members 
and the Executive Committee of the National Grange 
provided tributes to those passed.

Each past delegate and staff member was fondly spo-
ken of, especially for their commitment to the Grange.

12 memorialized at service
In Memoriam 
Peg Brown, Past National Delegate, from Idaho. 
Wayne Readinger, Past National Delegate, from 

Pennsylvania.
Ted Doane, State Grange Master, from Nebraska.
Virginia L. Hayes, Past National Delegate, from New 

Hampshire.
Glenda L. Clark, Past National Delegate, from Wash-

ington.
Everett Anson Willard, Past National Delegate, from 

Vermont.
Madeline Jean Myers, Past National Delegate, from 

Maryland.
John D. (Jack) Silvers, Past National Delegate, from 

Washington.
Edythe Mae Walter, Past National Delegate, from 

Ohio.
Wendell Eugene Chamberlain, Past National Del-

egate, from New York.
Paul Martin, Jr., Past National Delegate, from Kan-

sas.
Georgia Taylor, Past National Grange Staff Member, 

from Virginia.
Wib Justi, First National Grange Youth Director, 

from Ohio.

BY SUZY RAMM
DCI Communications Fellow
gbulletin@orgrange.org

At the November 1949 National Grange Convention in 
California, a resolution passed that the organization should 
get involved in international youth exchange activities.  

Wib Justi, who had just become the National Grange Di-
rector of Youth Activities, was appointed to develop the pro-
gram. 

From then until 1966, Grange families across the U.S. host-
ed 1,718 young exchangees from 39 countries.

Developed as part of the international youth exchange ac-
tivities, the German-USA program was one of the most well-
known and longest running successes. 

Under this program farm youth from Germany were 
brought to the United States and placed with Grange farm 
families for one year to directly experience the benefits of 
freedom, prosperity and democracy. 

It provided opportunities for young Germans to learn 
about procedures they could use in the free land, to improve 
themselves, and to build good relationships between Germa-
ny and the United States.

The program was to last 6 years, Justi recalled in articles 
written about the project. From 1950 through 1956, 500 
young people were brought to the United States from Ger-
many by the Grange to live this experience.

These exchanges had long-term results for the participants. 
In an article written about one of the exchange youth, Ot-

tilie Solver, a member of the first group of exchangees from 

Germany, remarked that coming to the United States “was a 
very special honor for me.  My one year stay in the United 
States influenced my life.”  

A year after she return home she was offered a position in 
a land surveying office in Mosbach, in part because of both 
her spoken and written English skills. She continued in that 
position until her retirement.

In another article, Susie Trenkler, a 1953 exchange student 
who went to Iowa, said the exchange ultimately resulted in 
her immigrating to the United States. 

She made her home in Alabama where she was reported 
to have owned her own laundry business.  She said this was 
all made possible because her American host mother, upon 
passing away, had left her the money to open the business.

The same was true for Konrad Weniger, according to his 
story in a publication decades after his exchange experience. 
He, too, was part of the first class of exchanges who, after 
returning to Germany, immigrated to the United States and 
had a successful career in California.

For Justi, according to his own words, these programs 
would prove to be his life calling.  He remained active with 
international youth exchange programs and was responsible 
for placing 1,918 young people in homes throughout Ameri-
ca, most with Grange families.

In 2009 when Wib and June Justi were included in the in-
augural class of Hero’s of the Grange, Wib Justi said, “One 
word...courage. Please think of the word courage when you 
think of the German exchanges in the GG/USA program and 
their American host families when they accepted one anoth-
er at a time immediately after WWII. This tribute is for these 
people.”

Germany-USA program a lasting legacy of Wib Justi
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BY KARIE BLASINGAME
DCI Communications Fellow
Kblasingame77@gmail.com

Maybe it’s the focus many high schools are putting on 
community service, but volunteering is very important to 
millennials, research shows. However, research also shows 
volunteering and finding opportunities differs for this 
younger generation than their parents and grandparents as 
we learned in part one of this series. 

Those born in the 1980s and 90s are looking for differ-
ent ways to learn about service and projects they can be a 
part of according to researchers, but for Grange Youth, the 
organizations they join like the Grange are the first source 
for service opportunities. 

National Grange Youth Development Director Charlene 
Espenshade said that our Grange youth do actively pur-
sue other volunteer activities. “They participate in what is 
available and if they discover a need, they find a way to fill 
it,” Espenshade said. 

Grange Youth in attendance at the 148th Annual Nation-
al Grange Convention spoke about their volunteer experi-
ences. 

Emma Edelen from Iowa says that she “seeks out volun-

teer work when she has free time at college.” She recently 
helped out more than was expected of her with her college 
sports teams. When her school sports teams were decorat-
ing trees and putting up light displays, Emma decorated 
many trees, going back multiple times, instead of the one 
time that was required. She is also involved in a volunteer 
club at school. 

Edelen will also ask around to other organizations to see 
if they need a hand and is always checking the sign boards 
at her college to see if she is able to help out. She enjoys 
helping at the humane society and has never used an on-
line source to find volunteer work, but sees it as an avenue 
she may pursue. 

Rory Neer, a youth from North Carolina who attends 
college at the University of Florida, does much of his com-
munity service through the fraternity he is a member of. 
Neer said he believes in giving back and helping out. His 
fraternity raises money for the local children’s hospital by 
helping plan and host a dance marathon. Neer believes 
that online sources for volunteer work are “definitely a 
resource” that he will use in the future. Trevor and Clif-
ford Gervais, of Connecticut, both volunteer with FFA and 
4-H, but don’t necessarily search out other forms of volun-
teer work.

Session tours take the safari to space 
BY CHRISTOPHER R. SZKUTAK
DCI Policy & Communications Fellow
crszku10@gmail.com

Attendees of the 148th Annual National Grange Ses-
sion had an out-of-this-world experience if they were 
able to catch one of the tours.

Delegates, youth, and general members visited the 
NASA Glenn Research Center Plum Brook Station in 
Sandusky, Ohio, this week.  Delegates went on tour 
Wednesday morning while youth and general attendees 
went Thursday.

This 6,400 acre site is home to the Space Power Facil-
ity, which houses the world’s largest Space Environment 
Simulation chamber. 

Vicki Huff, Master of the Maine State Grange explained 
why she thought the tour was such a positive experience.

“Our tour guide was amazing, he explained everything 
in a way we could understand though he was talking 
about complicated scientific issues.”

According to NASA, this 122 ft. high vacuum cham-

ber makes it possible to perform development and flight 
qualification testing of full-scale space flight systems in 
vacuum and temperature environments similar to that of 
space. The chamber has been used to test planetary land-
ing systems like the Mars Pathfinder and the Mars Explo-
ration rovers’ airbag systems. 

Also at this location is a Vibroacoustic Highbay, a vacu-
um chamber that can be configured to perform reverber-
ant testing in addition to thermal vacuum testing. 

NASA says this chamber simulates conditions experi-
enced during launch and ascent. Thermal vacuum test-
ing will simulate the extreme temperature environments 
experienced in orbit. 

National Youth Development Director Charlene Es-
penshade said the experience, while excellent for adults, 
is especially beneficial for school-age youth.

 “Many of our Youth who attend session have to take 
‘educational field trip’ absences from school. While the 
whole convention is educational, a tour to a facility like 
NASA absolutely bumps up the experience,”  Espenshade 
said.

Attendees of the 148th Annual National Grange Convention toured the Glenn Reseach Center Thursday morning. Delegates took 
the same tour Wednesday. (Photo by: Lindsay Schroeder)

Part II: Volunteers in the new millennium
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BY KARIE BLASINGAME & LINDSAY SCHROEDER
DCI Communications Fellows
Kblasingame77@gmail.com 
lrsoccer130@aim.com

Grange Youth from across the nation went to the 
Ohio Veterans Home to participate in a community ser-
vice project on Thursday after touring a NASA facility 
in Sandusky, Ohio. 

The 99-acre Ohio Veterans Home has the capability 
of housing up to 700 residents. It includes both an inde-
pendent living wing and a nursing home. 

Dwayne Henson, the grounds manager of the facility, 
instructed the youth on their duties, including raking 
leaves and hanging Christmas lights in a courtyard area 
of the home.  

More than 50 youth and chaperones participated in 
the clean up and decoration efforts. Trevor Gervais, of 
Connecticut, said that giving back, especially to veter-
ans, is important to him.

“It’s really cool to help out veterans, especially since 
Veteran’s Day was this week,” said Rory Neer, Ambas-
sador from North Carolina.

Lexi Gegare, of Wisconsin, said she was also excited 
to work with veterans.

 “I’m really excited to be working at a VA home, it’s 
great to give back to people who gave for us,” Gegare 
said. Gegare has been running a project for the past 

three years collecting holiday cards for active duty sol-
diers and will be doing so again at convention this year. 

National Grange Youth Development Director Char-
lene Espenshade said this project was different than 
what had been done by youth at convention in the past 
because of its tie to the holidays but that it was well-
received.

It took the youth about an hour to hang lights on six 
balconies, three Christmas tress and other spots around 
the courtyard. They also cleared the entire courtyard of 
leaves as well as a ramp from the second story.

Don’t miss opportunity to serve
Holiday cards collected for third year

If you missed your opportunity to serve those in 
the military or veterans on Thursday, consider pro-
viding a holiday card or money to purchase cards 
for an active duty military member by stopping by 
the “Holiday Mail for Heroes” table.

The table is across from the Registration Desk, 
staffed by Wisconsin Grange Youth Lexi Gegare.

Gegare has collected cards for the past three years, 
engaging Grange members and peers in her high 
school and college to donate cards as well.

Since she started the project, she has sent more 
than 1,200 cards.

Youth Service Project helps veterans
Featured left to right, Brodi Olds (NC), Heather Druckenmiller (PA), Brett Johnson (MA), Patrick Wadsworth (PA) help out at the 

Ohio Veterans Home cleaning up the landscape. (Photo by: Lindsay Schroeder)
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Daily Survey - Thursday’s Results           167 total respondents
               62 online responses
               105 responses on site 

Look forward to a new survey every day. Please turn your responses in on time in order to be counted!  
Friday’s survey responses due by 6 p.m. Saturday.

Friday’s Questions
Q1. Have you ever been in a relationship with someone you MET in Grange?  
Q2. Did YOU join Grange because of someone you were in a relationship with?  
Q3. Did someone you were in a relationship with join Grange because of your membership? 

We asked: 
Q1. What is your age?  
Q2. Do you use the internet to �nd recipes? 
Q3. How likely are you to buy a/another printed Grange cookbook? 
Q4. What is the highest price you would pay for a new Grange cookbook? 
Q5. Please rank in order from MOST (1) interested to LEAST (7) interested you are in the following 
types of cookbooks:  Cookies, Pies, Desserts; Appetizers and Side Dishes; Large-Volume Cooking; 
General (with Appetizers, Main  Dishes,  Sides and Desserts); Healthy Eating; or Other.

Respondents said they were most interested in 
the following (parentheses # who responded 
with this as first choice/tied first choice and 
who are “likely to buy or absolutely will buy):

 General Cookbook - 65 (45)
 Healthy Eating - 64 (48)
 Pie/Desserts - 36 (30)
 Large Volume - 30 (16)
 Appetizers/Sides - 28 (15)

64% of respondents are likely to or absolutely will buy a/another Grange cookbook

Respondents said the highest 
price they would pay for a 

cookbook is:
 $20                   30.87%
 $15                    20.13%
 $10                   18.12%
 $0                   12.75%
 $25                      7.38%
$5 or $30         2.01%
$12, $20.25 or $22        1.34%
$0.01, $8, $17 or $18    0.67%

National Grange President Ed Luttrell addressed the Conservation Committee before they began discussion of 
their resolutions Monday. (Photo by: Lindsay Schroeder)



Jungle Echo 11

BY CHRISTOPHER R. SZKUTAK
DCI Policy & Communications Fellow
crszku10@gmail.com

As Grange members one of the most crucial ways 
we can support agriculture is by encouraging agricul-
tural education. 

“The Grange urges educators at the primary, sec-
ondary and undergraduate levels to in-
clude basic knowledge of agriculture in 
their curriculum,” National Master Ed 
Luttrell said in his Annual Address. 

Children having a basic knowledge 
of agriculture leads to more informed 
adults who support agriculture with 
their wallets and in the voting booth. 
There are many organizations work-
ing to promote agricultural education. 
Here are a sampling of organizations, 
their history and missions.

Agriculture in the Classroom
In 1981, the USDA held a meeting with representa-

tives of agricultural groups and educators in Washing-
ton, D.C. to discuss agricultural literacy in American 
schools. The result of this meeting was a national task 
force consisting of people who represented agricul-
ture, business, education, and governmental agencies. 
This group recommended that USDA be the point 
person for agricultural education and that each state 
develop a program to help educate children about ag-
riculture. 

Today, all fifty states, as well as the territories have 
state organizations. Each state organization is differ-
ent, some are independent non-profits or founda-
tions, others are housed in larger organizations like 
Farm Bureau. In some states leadership is provided 
through the departments of education, agriculture or 
other government agencies; in other states through 
agriculture organizations or commodity groups; some 
through universities or colleges; and in some cases 
through the dedicated efforts of one or two individu-
als. The stated mission of AITC is “The mission of Ag-
riculture in the Classroom is to increase agricultural 
literacy through K-12 education.” The deployment of 
resources in each state program is also different, some 
states send volunteers directly into the classroom 

while others have teacher workshops and write lesson 
plans that teachers can employ in their classrooms.

4-H
The largest youth development organization in the 

country 4-H works to engage young people in every 
county throughout the country. Administered by the 
land-grant universities and the Cooperative Exten-
sion System, 4-H helps to shape young people in ur-

ban and rural areas. The name of the or-
ganization stands for the four principles 
that are essential to 4-H members, Head 
(Managing, Thinking), Heart (Relating, 
Caring). Hands (Giving, Working), and 
Health  (Being, Living).

Though each 4-H club is different, 
many clubs do community service proj-
ects that relate directly to agriculture. 
Some 4-H clubs sponsor fairs where 

animals are shown. As these clubs are attached to an 
extension office. plenty of opportunities are available 
for these groups to be directly involved in agricultur-
al research and to learn about more about the wide 
range of careers in agriculture.

FFA
Founded in 1928, the Future Farmers of America 

brought together students, teachers and agribusiness 
to solidify support for agricultural education.  Today, 
the National FFA Organization remains committed to 
the student with programs at high schools all over the 
country. 

FFA meetings are quite similar to Grange as there are 
opening/closing rituals and they follow parliamentary 
procedures to conduct their business. There are also 
many different contests for members to participate in. 
The overall focus of the organization is to develop the 
agricultural leaders of tomorrow and empower young 
people to take their place in the agriculture industry. 
National membership is on a steady increase, with an 
increase of roughly 30,000 members in 2014.

Partnering with any of these organizations could 
help your Grange promote agriculture in your com-
munity. Tomorrow, in the conclusion of this series, we 
will discuss specific tips and tricks promote agricul-
ture through your Grange. 

Agriculture in 2014: Part 3
Agricultural Education
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SALE ITEM 
OF THE DAY!

Junior Grange Polos are avail-
able for the young and young 
at heart. Youth sizes S-XL $18 

Adult S-XL $20 XXL $23

BY MICHAEL MARTIN
National Grange Leadership/Membership Director
mmartin@nationalgrange.org

What must we do to grow our Grange? Well, first 
let’s look at our meeting places from the perspective 
of the community at large. Does your Grange hall 
have attractive, modern exterior signage? If I were to 
drive past your Grange hall would I be pleased with 
what I see?

Can I read the name of your Grange from the 
street? Can I find a name and telephone number or 
email address or other contact information so I can 
get additional information if I would like?

Is your Grange hall well-maintained? Is the paint 
fresh? Are the windows clean and in good repair? Is 
the landscaping maintained? In other words, is your 
Grange hall a welcoming presence? The first chance 
we have to promote the Grange is with the public 
perception of our meeting places. 

So, if your physical presence is attractive and posi-
tive, do your members promote the Grange? Do your 
members wear Grange caps, shirts, jackets, pins or 
jewelry? Do you have a Grange insignia on your ve-
hicle? Do others ever ask you about the Grange when 
they interact with you in public? 

Do you talk about your Grange involvement when 
conversing with family, friends or work colleagues? 
These are the folks that are most likely to join, if you 
invite them.

If your Grange really wants to promote itself and 
gain new members what new spaces can you use for 
this purpose? You can use new physical spaces or 
new technological spaces. Does your Grange have 
a currently updated website, Facebook page, Twit-

ter account or other virtual presence where you can 
reach out to the community?

Does your community have a farmers market? 
Have you considered taking a case of cold water, a 
Grange banner and some brochures and having a 
presence at the local farmers market? Give the water 
away, or take donations, and talk about what your 
Grange is doing in your community. Invite folks 
to join you for a meeting, a meal, or a community 
event. And then, invite them to become members.

Does your community have “Olde Tyme Home 
Days” or some such event to celebrate and bring 
people together? Perhaps your Grange could have a 
presence at such an event and talk about the “good 
old days” and also talk about the “good work” your 
Grange is active in today. Invite folks to join you.

Do you know your local agriculture teacher? If 
your high school has a FFA Chapter, you already 
have young people who are familiar with ritual and 
parliamentary procedure. Invite them to share a pro-
gram at your Grange. And then invite them to join 
you. If you can get one or two to join, they will bring 
their friends if they are having fun and feeling valued 
as Grange members. 

Do you know your county 4-H Educator? Ask 
them to help bring a 4-H member of a club to pres-
ent a program at your Grange. Sponsor a trophy at 
their round up, or provide a scholarship to camp or 
college. Invite them to join your Grange.

What new and different ideas can you think of to 
promote your Grange? Frankly, the ideas I presented 
aren’t even new and unusual. They are tried and true, 
and I hope they’ll give you food for thought as you 
grow your Grange. 

Talk about your Grange: 
promote membership 


