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At this year ’s National Grange 
session I wanted to wrap up our 
theme of the year—Heroes in 
our Hometowns—by recognizing 
some of our own National Grange 
heroes each day.  These were 
selected by me as members who 
have gone above and beyond for 
the National Grange, either at 
the convention or in other ways 
throughout the past year.  Here 
are the National Grange heroes of 
the day for the 2019 Convention.

Tuesday Nov. 5-  Allen Sti les, 
Maryland State Grange Master-- 
due to Allen’s work, MD was the 
f irst state to partner with RALI, 
(Prescription Abuse Leadership 
Init iat ive).  He attended the press 
conference with the Governor and 
the reporters were very impressed 
to meet a real farmer.  MD has 
distr ibuted thousands of drug dis-
posal bags at several fairs and 
events.  He also started an email 
campaign to urge 12 other State 
Masters to work on legislation 
about the definit ion of milk.  Allen 
and Kay are hosting the Masters 
Conference in February.  And to-
day is Allen’s birthday!

Wednesday Nov. 6 – Bonnie 
Mitson, Idaho, has made or coor-

dinated the making of al l  the quilt 
blocks from the National Grange 
contest into beautiful quil ts since 
2017.  Her guidance in the Quilts 
of Valor partnership has been in-
valuable.  Bonnie and Scott at-
tended convention in 2017 and 
2019 at their own cost just to op-
erate the Mercanti le to benefit the 
Grange Foundation.

Thursday Nov. 7- Joan Smith 
is chair of the Grange Founda-
tion since last session.  She has 
worked very hard this year to 
make the Foundation and its board 
more effective and involved.  She 

developed a strategic plan, re-
invested the funds to gain much 
more return; created a brochure 
on planned giving, and conducts 
board meetings every other 
month.  Also, for this summer ’s 
Grange Revival she planned and 
set up the Grange Olympics, kept 
the statist ics and awarded 225 
medals, keeping us al l  busy and 
active.  She also taught several 
Ag in the Classroom workshops to 

Just a few heroes recognized at national session

MASTER’S MESSAGE

Scott and Bonnie Mitson received a Grange Hero Award from National Grange 
President Betsy Huber during the 153rd Annual National Grange Convention 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on Wednesday, Nov. 6. (Photo by Lindsay Schroeder)
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educate us al l  on different topics 
in agriculture.

Friday Nov. 8 – Connie and 
Chris Johnston, Michigan State 
Master and First Lady – Chris 
drove his truck and trai ler to 
Stowe, VT last year, loaded up all 
the Seventh Degree and National 
Session equipment, put i t  in a stor-
age unit in MI for the year and kept 
an eye on it.   Then he loaded it al l 

up again and delivered it to Bloom-
ington, and also took it al l  home 
again to MI at the end of conven-
tion.  Connie and helpers made all 
the copies and stuffed the binders 
for the delegates at convention—a 
huge job!  Thank you!

And last but not least, Chip 
Narvel has been National Stew-
ard for 10 years and most conven-
tion attendees don’t know all the 
work he does here.  He sets up 
the meeting room making sure ev-
erything is correct; places all  the 
delegates and sashes; makes sure 

everything is in i ts proper place.  
Also every year he works with the 
National Youth off icers t i l l  the wee 
hours Wed. and Thurs. nights to 
instruct them on the proper proce-
dures for opening the Grange.

There are many more heroes 
who could have been honored 
for their dedication to our Order.  
Why not think about doing this in 
your Community, Pomona, or even 
State Grange?  Name a Hero of 
the Day to thank our members for 
al l  that they do!

HEROES
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Several membres received Grange Hero Awards from National Grange President Betsy Huber during the 153rd Annual 
National Grange Convention in Minneapolis, Minnesota, in early November.  Recipients included from TOP LEFT: National 
Grange Steward William “Chip” Narvel; TOP RIGHT: Connie and Chris Johnston, President of Michigan State Graneg and 
National Gatekeeper; BOTTOM LEFT: Joan Smith, National Grange Foundation Board Chairwoman; and BOTTOM RIGHT: 
Maryland State Grange Presidnet Allen Stiles. (Photos by Lindsay Schroeder)



BY PHILIP VONADA
2019 National Grange 
Communication Fellow

On Saturday morning, Juniors, dele-
gates, and guests gathered at the annual 
Junior breakfast at the 153rd National 
Grange session. 

National Junior Grange Director Sa-
mantha Wilkins said, “It has been quite a 
year for our Juniors, and we have seen 
some tremendous growth in the pro-
gram.” She presented the Ag Awareness 
Awards to several recipients for their work 
on the “Dairy Awareness” program. Bri-
anna Gervais (Connecticut) was present-
ed The Junior Historian Award, which is 
given to a “Junior Granger who has gone 
above and beyond to prove that they 
demonstrate a superior knowledge of the 
Junior Grange and Grange History.” 

Other awards for various projects 
and contests were given to Junior Grang-
ers from across the country. Nathan 
Greer, Best in Show winner for Public 
Speaking, and Brianna Greer, Best in 
Show winner for Sign-a-Song, both pre-
sented their talents.

Billy Greer, 2018-2019 National Ju-
nior Ambassador, gave his outgoing re-
marks. “I’m looking forward to making the 
transition to the youth department,” Greer 
said, “Thank you for the support you’ve 

given me this year. I’ve grown a lot and 
am looking forward to continuing to grow.”

Wilkins then introduced to 2019-
2020 Ambassador class, made up of par-
ticipants from Connecticut, Iowa, Massa-
chusetts, Oklahoma, and Pennsylvania. 
“When I received these applications, I 
was so happy I didn’t have to make the 
decision for next year’s Ambassadors,” 
Wilkins said, “These are all incredible 
candidates. I’m looking forward to seeing 
all of these Juniors grow and to continue 
being a part of their Grange journey.”

The 2019-2020 National Junior 
Grange Ambassadors are Brianna Ger-
vais (CT) and Bryce Danko (PA). Gervais 
and Danko will be representing the Na-
tional Junior Department throughout the 
coming year. 

“They are going to be fantastic 
spokespeople for this department, and 
I’m looking forward to working with them 
both.” The Junior Ambassadors can be 
available for Grange events by contact-
ing Samantha Wilkins at junior@nation-
algrange.org.

Juniors receive awards, new ambassadors chosen

National Junior Grange Director Samantha Wilkins with 2020 Junior Grange 
Ambassadors Brianna Gervais, of Connecticut, and Bryce Danko, of Penn-
sylvania. (Photo by Lindsay Schroeder)

MUST WATCH

Grange featured on Maryland Public Television
A recent episode of the Maryland Farm & Harvest show on the Maryland Pub-

lic Television features the Grange’s history and current work in the state. Check 
it out (starting around minute 13 through minute 15).

Congratulations to 2019 Communication Fellow Karen Cline for having her 
Grange featured as a great example of how the organization supports farm 
families and communities today!

WATCH HERE: https://video.mpt.tv/video/episode-701-gop4a0/



Information provided by the U.S.
Dept. of Health and Human Services

Medicare’s Open Enrollment peri-
od is the one time of year for you to re-
view your current Medicare Advantage 
or Part D prescription coverage and 
see if you have better options based 
on changes to the current plans, your 
budget or your health needs. The Open 
Enrollment period, from Oct. 15 through 
Dec. 7, gives everyone with Medicare 
the opportunity to review their options 
and decide whether they want to keep 
their current plan or make changes for 
coverage beginning Jan. 1, 2020. 

Comparing plans pays. Medicare’s 
most used tool, the Plan Finder, has a 
new look and features to empower cur-
rent and future Medicare users to make 
informed health care decisions, making 
it easier to learn about and compare 
coverage options, shop for health and 
drug plans and feel confident choosing 
a plan that best meets your needs. 

Plan Finder provides a person-
alized experience through a mo-
bile-friendly and easy-to-use design 
to help users learn about different op-
tions. The tool walks through the enroll-
ment process from start to finish and 
allows users to view and compare Part 
D and many of the supplemental ben-
efits that Medicare Advantage plans 
offer. It also features a star rating sys-

tem which gives an overall rating of the 
plan’s quality and performance for the 
types of services each plan offers.

Should You Change Your Plan for 2020? 
Medicare health and drug plans 

change each year and so can your 
health needs. Think about your health 
status and determine if you need to 
make a change. Ask yourself these 
questions:

• How does my plan compare to oth-
ers in covering my drugs? 

• Are other plans more affordable? 
• Am I interested in having a plan 

that covers extra benefits like dental 
and vision? 

• Does the network include the spe-
cialist or hospital I want for an upcom-
ing surgery? 

Consider what matters most to you 
when it comes to health coverage and 
be open to exploring your options, like 
Medicare Advantage plans from private 
insurers, which allow you to simplify 
your coverage by combining all your 
Medicare health and drug coverage 
into a single plan. Users who choose 
a Medicare Advantage plan often get 
extra benefits, like vision, hearing, den-
tal and prescription drug coverage. As 
another alternative, users who choose 
Medigap can use any doctor who ac-
cepts Medicare and receives help with 
out-of-pocket costs but need a Part D 

plan to cover their prescription drugs.  

Act Before Open Enrollment Ends
Medicare Open Enrollment ends 

Dec. 7. Now is the time to act if you want 
to enroll in or make changes to your Medi-
care health or prescription drug plan for 
coverage beginning Jan. 1, 2020. If your 
current coverage still meets your needs, 
you don’t have to do anything. If you miss 
the Open Enrollment deadline, you will 
likely have to wait a full year before you 
are able to make changes to your Medi-
care coverage. 

For more information, visit Medi-
care.gov or call 1-800-MEDICARE 
(1-800-633-4227). TTY users can call 
1-877-486-2048. Help is available 24 
hours a day, including weekends. If you 
need help in a language other than En-
glish or Spanish, let the customer ser-
vice representative know the language. 
You can also create a MyMedicare.
gov account to manage your personal 
information like medical conditions, al-
lergies and implanted devices or sign 
up to receive your “Medicare Summary 
Notices” (eMSNs) electronically.

Help in your community is avail-
able. Get personalized health insur-
ance counseling at no cost to you 
from your State Health Insurance 
Assistance Program (SHIP). Visit 
shiptacenter.org or call 1-800-MEDI-
CARE for your SHIP’s phone number. 

It Pays To Compare Using Medicare’s New Plan Finder

NEW BENEFIT

Members can choose Medicare plan right for them through new partnership
The National Grange is proud to 

partner with eHealth to help provide 
the right Medicare plan for you! Plan 
types such as Medicare Advantage, 
Medicare Supplement Insurance, or 
Prescription Drug Plans are available 
all in one convenient location. Enroll 
in the Medicare Annual Election Peri-

od (AEP) each Fall, or as you age into 
qualification.

eHealth is committed to finding 

National Grange members the right 
health insurance plan to fit your spe-
cific needs. Visit us today or call (833) 
922-0978 to access free quotes or to 
explore options with a licensed agent!

Go to https://bit.ly/346aUtL (link 
is case sensitive) to learn more.



MUST READ

Rural aviation an integral 
part of infrastructure

National Grange President Betsy 
Huber teamed with Selena Shilad, 
Executive Director of the Alliance 
for Aviation Across America to pen 
an op-ed that appeared this week in 
The Washington Times that looks at 
the importance of small airports for 
life-saving transports, agriculture and 
other services rural American rely on. 

Read the full piece at:  
bit.ly/2XxJMS1

BY GARY SCHLUETER
Published originally in The 
Whitewater Valley Guide

What we need in the Whitewater 
Valley and the greater rural America 
of which we are but an itty-bit, is a 
resurgence of Grange Halls. Grange 
is an archaic term for barn, and from 
this archaic Old French root grew 
The Grange, a farmers associa-
tion organized in 1867. Also known 
as National Grange of the Order of 
Patrons of Husbandry this fraternal 
organization still exists, but not as 
it did in its heyday. Its mission is to 
“provide opportunities for individuals 
and families to develop to their high-
est potential in order to build stron-
ger communities and states as well 
as a stronger nation.”

With the decline of the fami-
ly farm The Grange has lost much 
of its influence. That’s too bad be-
cause it is needed now more than 
ever. The reason I say this is be-

cause Grange Halls were non-politi-
cal, non-religious places where local 
people who held differing political 
and religious views would meet and 
talk things over. Talking things over 
in this friendly, fraternal environment 
meant folks would inevitably meet in 
the center, or near enough to protect 
us from this extreme polarization we 
are suffering from as a nation today. 
They would then reach consensus 
and lobby state legislators for that 
view. 

In other words, Grange Halls 
encouraged families to band togeth-
er to promote the economic and po-
litical well-being of their community 
and their industry, agriculture. They 
were cooperative, non-partisan or-
ganizations that supported policies 
but not politicians. Imagine what our 
world would be like if we had Grange 
Halls dotting our rural landscapes as 
they did 150 years ago.

Two of the important things 
those early Patrons of Husbandry 

accomplished were to get railroads 
to lower their rates for agricultural 
products and the establishment of 
rural free delivery by the US Post 
Office. And this last item is a gift to 
the nation from an old farmer who 
lived right here in the Whitewater 
Valley.

 In the Gary-Centric Universe, 
Grange Halls form the center of rural 
communities. They contain the post 
office, co-op store, and health care 
clinic, plus a meeting place for se-
rious politics and serious fun. They 
also contain a series of tiny houses 
where like-minded folks of all ages 
live and support the community 
through The Grange. They would 
also have plenty of acres for commu-
nity gardens and include out-build-
ings with all the supplies necessary 
to take the products  from the gar-
den to the store or storage shelf and 
be part of a system of product distri-
bution on a larger scale.

What we need is a resurgence of Grange Halls
SUBMISISON



The announcement of the dates 
and location of the next Grange Re-
vival in 2021 (see page 11 for de-
tails), followed by a conversation I 
had during the Salute to Agriculture 
luncheon here at the 153rd Annu-
al National Grange convention has 
brought to the front of my mind 
something that has been stirring 
around only semi-formed in the back 
of it for quite some time.

The next Grange Revival will 
be from July 20 – 25, 2021 in Stur-
gis, South Dakota. This means the 
Grange Revival will be ending a little 
less than two weeks before the Stur-
gis motorcycle rally begins that year.

I’ve learned that several Grange 
members enjoy riding motorcycles 
and may be interested in attending 
Grange Revival and/or the Stur-
gis rally. In my own home state of 
Minnesota, I know a few a members 
from Lake Hubert Grange #735 who 
also ride.

For this reason, I think it may be 
time to form a Grange riding club. It 
seems to me the formation of such 
a club at this time would be both 
timely in preparation for the next 
Revival and would create a new 
and new form of fellowship oppor-
tunity. The Freemasons formed a 
Motorcycle Club more than 35 years 

ago. You can learn more about it at  
bit.ly/2pxswQi (link is case sensi-
tive).

I’d like to gauge interest lev-
el, and, if there’s enough, begin a 
discussion regarding what the in-
terested Grangers think what such 
an organization should look like – 
something I’ve initially dubbed the 
“Iron Sheaves.”

Let me know if this interests you.
Fraternally,

TROY BEHNKE
Membership Director, 
State Grange of Minnesota
bwiatino@gmail.com

Call for interested parties to create Grange Motorcyle club

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Content provided by USDA 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Deputy Un-
der Secretary for Rural Development Donald “DJ” LaVoy 
today announced that USDA is investing $42.5 million in 
133 distance learning and telemedicine projects in 37 
states and two U.S. territories. USDA is providing the 
funding through the Distance Learning and Telemedi-
cine (DLT) grant program. These investments will bene-
fit 5.4 million rural residents.

“Distance learning and telemedicine make it eas-
ier for thousands of rural residents to take advantage 
of economic, health care and educational opportunities 
without having to travel long distances,” LaVoy said. 
“Under the leadership of President Trump and Agricul-
ture Secretary Perdue, USDA is committed to partner-
ing with rural communities to help them improve their 
quality of life, because when rural America thrives, all of 
America thrives.”

USDA is announcing investments today in Alaska, 
Alabama, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Geor-

gia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisi-
ana, Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Mississippi, 
Montana, North Carolina, North Dakota, Nebraska, Ne-
vada, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylva-
nia, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, 
Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands.

Investment in telemedicine, distance learning will benefit rural

NEWS OF NOTE



•	 Lunnenburg Grange #169 (MA) reorganized on De-
cember 7, 2018

•	 Manzanita Grange #459 (CA) reorganized on January 
8, 2019

•	 Silver Sage Grange #24 (NV) organized on January 
19, 2019

•	 Fernwood Grange #770 (OR) reorganized on January 
24, 2019

•	 Shartlesville Grange #1512 (PA) reorganized on Feb-
ruary 18, 2019

•	 Connecticut Valley Junior Grnage #140 (MA) orga-
nized on May 8, 2019

•	 Jonesboro Grange #357 (ME) reorganized on May 13, 
2019

•	 Walton Junior Grange #701 (NY) reorganized on July 
29, 2019

•	 St. Pete Bay Grange #216 (FL) organized on August 
13, 2019

•	 Zumbro Valley Grange #765 (MN) reorganized on 
August 20, 2019

•	 Little Muskingum Junior Grange #636 (OH) reorga-
nized on Spetember 9, 2019

•	 Turlock Grange #29 (CA) reorganized on October 6, 2019
•	 Lone Mountain Grange #25 (NV) organized on Octo-

ber 9, 2019
•	 RCMA Junior Grange (FL) organized on October 10, 2019
•	 Smith Valley Grange #26 (NV) organized on October 

10, 2019
•	 Sunflower Grange #162 (CO) reorganized on October 

12, 2019
•	 Commuinty Grange #863 (CA) organized on October 

28, 2019
•	 Hessel Grange #750 (CA) reorganized on November 

5, 2019
•	 Elko County Grange #27 (NV) organized on Novem-

ber 14, 2019

CONGRATULATIONS

Growth is contagious!
Have you noticed all the growth in our 

Grange family recently? We have and 
we’re proud to recognize each new and 
reorganized Grange over the past 12 
months and welcome each and every 
new member!

Additionally, with the organization of 

Elko County Grange #27 in Nevada, 
there are now six active Granges in the 
state, putting them on their way to official-
ly organizing a Nevada State Grange in 
the near future.

In the upcoming issue of Good Day! 
magazine, we will recognize all charter 

members of these new and reorganized 
Granges as well as new members 
whose names have been submitted 
to us via the link: tiny.cc/NewGranger 
(this is a case sensitive link). 

Below is the list of all the new and reor-
ganized Granges since December 2019.

I am excited to share the results of the National Grange 
Lecturer’s contests at the 153rd annual convention in Bloom-
ington, Minnesota. Thank you to everyone who entered!

2019 National Grange Quilt Block Contest
There have been 436 quilt blocks received to date – more 

than 100 more than our previous high of two years ago! Simply 
amazing!

Junior Division: 1st – Kimber Newman (KS); 2nd – Hailey 
Swenson (MN); 3rd – Colton Kuhnkey (WA).

Adult Division: 1st – Debbie Anders (WA); 2nd – JoAnn 
Wienrank (IL); 3rd – Brenda Rousselle (VT).

Men’s Division: 1st – Duane Hamp (WA); 2nd – David Weav-
er (TX); 3rd – Roger Bostwick (KS).

2019 National Grange Photography Showcase
Thanks to the 29 State Granges who sent their Best of Show 

photographs to the 153rd National Grange Convention – it 
was an excellent photography showcase. 1st – Maria Hyvonen 
(MT); 2nd – Abigail Evans (NJ); 3rd – Ricki Wulf (NE).

2019 National Grange Public Relations Contest
There were just over 100 entries submitted for the Public 

Relations Contest in this its inaugural year. 
In House (Not Professional) Division: 1st – North Carolina 

State Grange; 2nd – Spencer Creek Grange #855 (OR); 3rd 
– Mica Flats Grange #436 (ID); 4th – Spencer Creek Grange 
#855 (OR). Professional Division: 1st – North Carolina State 
Grange; 2nd – Five Mile Prairie Grange #905 (WA); 3rd – Tur-
key Hill Grange #1370 (IL); 4th – North Carolina State Grange.

The information and entry forms for all of the National Lectur-
er 2020 contests and programs will be available soon.

Thanks for all you do!
Please contact me by Email at lecturer@nationalgrange.

org or by phone at 509.953.3533 (voice or text) if you have 
questions or comments.

Be a DO·er!
Fraternally yours,
Christine E. Hamp, Lecturer
National Grange

LECTURER SHARES 2019 CONTEST RESULTS





Order Form
Subscription price for Grange members is $16. 

Price for those who are not Grange members is $40 annually. Price includes 1-year e-membership.

Name _______________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________

Email (if applicable) ________________________________________________________

My Primary Grange (if applicable) is _____________________________________ Grange #___________

Check here if this is a renewal

Name _______________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________

Email (if applicable) ________________________________________________________

My Primary Grange (if applicable) is _____________________________________ Grange #___________

Check here if this is a renewal

Name _______________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________

Email (if applicable) ________________________________________________________

My Primary Grange (if applicable) is _____________________________________ Grange #___________

Check here if this is a renewal

Name _______________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________

Email (if applicable) ________________________________________________________

My Primary Grange (if applicable) is _____________________________________ Grange #___________

Check here if this is a renewal










